Patient Material
summarizes the 16 cases, the technique for producing the lesion, and the interval between hypophysectomy and death. All but two cryohypophysectomies were performed for carcinoma of the breast. Of the 16 patients, 15 died as a result of the natural course of their disease, and one of a pulmonary embolism 1 month postoperative.
In all but one case, bilateral lesions were made in the pituitary gland. The side of the lesion, left or right, is recorded in the order in which the lesions were made. The time of freezing refers to the number of minutes at --180~
No allowance was made for the time during which the tip of the probe was cooling but had not reached this temperature, nor for the time between the discontinuation of active freezing and the return of the probe tip to body temperature. As the probe is almost 5 mm in diameter, its lateral border when in position was almost 2.5 mm beyond the figures given. In Case 15, the time of freezing on each side was shortened because of transient amblyopia, occurring after 4 min of freezing. In this case, a third midline lesion was placed low in the sella turcica. In Case 16, a midline lesion was planned, but it was placed 1 mm to the right of the midline and freezing was continued for 12 min at --180~
The fifth column of Table 1 ("Position") describes the position of the tip of the probe as seen on the lateral x-ray film of the sella turcica. In each case, a line was drawn through the sella turcica dividing it into equal superior and inferior halves, and representing the equatorial plane through the sella turcica. The upper number refers to the position of the center of the tip of the probe in relation to this plane. A plus sign ( + ) or a minus sign ( --) indicates a position above or below the equatorial plane. The equatorial plane was then divided into equal anterior and posterior halves. At this point, a line was drawn at right angles to the equatorial plane, representing the midcoronal plane through the sella turcica. Most probe placements were centered within 2 mm of the mid-coronal plane. Under these circumstances no additional designation appears in column 5 of Table 1 ; if, however, the probe was located 2 mm or more anterior or posterior to the midcoronal plane, a second designation is listed in brackets. This designation is preceded by an A (anterior) or P (posterior). For example, Case 4 had two lesions; initially, the probe was centered 3 mm to the right of the midline and then, 2 mm to the left. In each instance, the probe was placed 3 mm below the equatorial plane of the sella turcica. On the left side, the probe tip was within 2 mm of the mid-coronal plane of the sella turcica, but on the right side it was 4 mm behind this plane.
Methods of Study
Autopsies were performed at intervals ranging from 4 days to 30 months after cryohypophysectomy. With the exception of Case 12, a patient who survived 30 months, the survival of the autopsied cases after surgery was less than 6 months.
Following microscopic examination, the 435 (Fig. 1) 
